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MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
1. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 
Welcome back, Premier. I refer to the Premier’s summer of bungles and backflips. 
(1) Will the Premier dump his bungling education minister? 
(2) If not, will the Premier take full responsibility for the education cuts and the bungles and backflips of his 

incompetent minister? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Just before answering the question from the Leader of the Opposition, can I mention a few things. Firstly, 
I congratulate you, Mr Speaker, members of the house, and members of the public, the Aboriginal community of 
Western Australia, who came up with the wording of the welcome to country. I congratulate you and the people 
involved for being the first to introduce that very significant acknowledgement in this chamber, so thank you very 
much for that. 
Secondly, can I acknowledge in particular what the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs raised—that is, the 10-year 
anniversary of the apology to the stolen generations, which is today. I think it is an important acknowledgement. 
Thirdly, can I also acknowledge the departure of the member for Cottesloe, Hon Colin Barnett, and his very 
significant and successful political career. I wish both him and his family all the best in life after politics. It is very 
unusual after 21 years to be standing here without the member for Cottesloe scowling at me! It is a very unusual 
experience. There is a first time for everything! 
(1)–(2) In relation to the question from the Leader of the Opposition, when the government came to office, we 

inherited a very difficult financial situation. The Liberal and National Parties were responsible for the 
growth of debt across the forward estimates to $40 billion—forty thousand million dollars! So, when 
people — 

Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, please, I want to hear the answer. You asked the question; surely you want to hear the 
answer. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I want to say it again: that is forty thousand million dollars across the forward estimates that 
the Liberal and National parties were responsible for. The excuse of the shadow Treasurer just a moment ago—
I heard him say it—is that it is only thirty-two thousand million dollars. 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Carine! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: It is not forty thousand million dollars, it is only thirty-two thousand million dollars that he 
lost! There has never been a government in the history of this state or any state in the commonwealth that has been 
so financially irresponsible during a term of office as the former Liberal–National government, and all of its 
members are responsible. If there are budget repair measures that this government needs to take, that is the 
responsibility of the opposition. 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: In relation to the Minister for Education and Training, she has a tough job to do. I have been 
a Minister for Education and Training. It is a tough job; it is one of the toughest jobs in government. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I will tell you this, Mr Speaker: in the difficult circumstances that we face we are still 
investing in education both in the city and the regions. We are investing in education across our state. As I was 
able to tell the Country Women’s Association of Western Australia out at the front of Parliament House—I have 
enormous respect for that organisation—we are investing across the regions in new education assistants, in new 
teachers, in new Aboriginal and Islander education officers, and also in capital works in country schools across 
the state. The Minister for Education and Training has my full support and she is doing a very good job. 
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